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Background: Interprofessional education (IPE) plays an ever 

increasing role in the training of future healthcare practitioners.  

Interprofessional practice (IPP) exposure is a key component of 

creating effective IPE. As the healthcare workforce transitions 

into utilizing IPP for effective and efficient patient care and 

management, it is important for students to receive IPE and IPP 

as components in their education.

Purpose: Describe the resources required, associated 

challenges, and opportunities in providing interprofessional 

practice experiences for students. 

Scope: From 2011 to 2015, faculty from Idaho State University 

dietetics, health education, nursing, pharmacy, and physical 

therapy partnered with Southeastern Idaho Public Health to 

provide 5-15 semi-/annual interprofessional diabetes health 

screenings in 8 counties of Idaho. During these events, the 

faculty coordinated the IPP learning environment with direct 

student-participant interaction and faculty-modeled participant 

and professional interactions. 

Results/Discussion: Analysis of the resources used for the 

screenings and a discussion of the challenges of creating and 

maintaining these experiences will be provided. The solutions 

used by the faculty to decrease, alter, or mitigate these 

challenges and students’ perceptions of the usefulness of these 

events will be discussed.
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 Southeastern Idaho Public Health (SIPH)

 Pocatello Free Clinic

 Lost Rivers Medical Center

 NAACP, Pocatello Branch
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